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Mue to the difficult economic situation in Albania, Albanians aund inhabitants
of northern Epirus are reportedly trying to escape to Grescs and Yugoslavie,
although there is lncreasing pressure put on the families of the refugess;
thess families are moved to the region of Tirana,

Soviet assistance in foodstuffs, in spite of the recsnt 4rip* to the USSR
made by the mission urder inver Hoxha, is not emouch to cover even the
minipum needs of the Albaniam armed forces and of the officials of the
Albvanian Communist Yerty. .

All the resources nf the state sarve for the exehanme of goods, in accordance
»nith the trade ansreements made with the countries of the Eastern Bloe. .Jhen
the Kucove-Vlone pipe-line isccmpleted,** the entire amount of 0il exported
will be deliverad to the USSR and to Bulgaria, It is confirmed that work
has begun on the ccensiruction of new oil tanks in Vlione under the supervision
of Soviet technicians.'™™ Because so mueh gasoline and kerosene is bsins
delivered to the USSR and to Bulraria, there is a scarcity of such products
in Albania.*>

A11 the minerals exported from the Sellnice and Rubic mines go . to the USSR
and Bulgaria.™ The Soviets are partieculariy interested in the improvement
of these mines, the work of which they supervige, and from time o %ime they
provide various kinds of equipment Tor them.

It is confirmed (sic) that all the agricultural and livestock produets which
are foreibly collected are expirted. Sovere neasurcs are taken avainst those
cauging difficultias in the delivery of tiuse products.

On 15 March 1949 & trade arreement wes reportedly sipgned batween Albania and
Hongary. Tuk Yakova, Deputy FPrime Minister, sizned for the Albanian Govern-
mont. The agreement sets a goal of #1,730,000 werth of soods to be exchanged.
Albania will export asphalt and will import machines and spars parts. 4a
additional §3,350,000 worth of goods will be exchangsd in the form of clear-
ances and credits. Albania will deliver minerals Buch as chromium), timber
for industrial purposes, madlieal herbs, ete., and -:lll receive motor-velicles,
equipment for the mines, agricvltural implements, building rmaterial, machines
for weaving, chemical products, glass, efc.
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It ia confirmed that work on the extenzion of the Peqin-Elbasan rallroad

lipe has bepun.** ork has also atarted on the construction of the rail-
roed line from Easiari toYzberish (industrial arga)u Jork has bemun on a
motor road fvom Ypsiek (sic) to Hezez (8 kilometers ioug) to conneet with
the motor ruad tolzberisk. For t is purpose five labor brigades have besn
assigned from Tirane, Korce, Shkoder, and Elbasen; they consist of 220 rmen
each, %o ba replaced by others after the firat mroups have worked for two

months.
In the Kotsonvi (sic) area mew oil-wells have be~n drilled.

Jork on the construction of a pie-line from Patos to Vione will bs finished
in the near future.

Or 1 June 194¢ work wes to begin on grading and constructing = obor road
betueen Pulkes and Kolskesai, e distance of 45 kilometers. The target

date for the completlon of thia highway is October 1949, The road 1s “eing
ernstructed by "Roupa” (a state enterprise). The target dais is an sxeend-
ingly ambiticus one because of the -puntainous region traversed and hard-
ness of the rround. Twenty small wooden bridges will be constructed as a
pars of the highway. Albanlan experts regard the construction of thls
nighway as of great importance to Albanian sconomy, beceuse not only will

1t conneet several provineial centers, but 1t will also offer the possibility
of aexploiting the wealth of the forests in that region.

The distillery in the village of Drenova (Koree) has beer werking since last
April. At present it is producing only aleohol, but it is expected to
produce beverages at a later -date.,

On 18 April 1949 The Rummnien S. 5. ARDEAL ar—ived in Durres with the
first shipment of goods followilng the signing of the trade agreement
betueen Albania and Rumanie, The ship brousht 12 railroed cars as a
gift of the Central Committee of the Albanian (Corymnist)Lobor Fartv,

In April and May sight vessels srrived in Durres . **** Four were Russian,
two Folish, one Rumanian and onme Bulgarian. They brought maize, wheat, and
other foodstuffs, roilins stock, nachinery for the Kucove pipe~iine, war
materiel, 100 S~ton Jiesel trueks for the Albenian Army and for the Graelk
guerrillas, machinery for the Rubic and Selinice mi.e8. It is said that
these vessals brought a uumber of guns and ..otor wehicles and loaded mineral
and livestock products.

Five steamers arrived in Vleone carrying verious. items of mechinery, foodstylfs,
empty drums, maize, and & O tons of var materiel which was tramsporied %o
warehouses in Vione. Gamsoline, kerosena, and livestock products were loaded
on the ships.
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